KS2 Test preparation ideas

How to work out the question and check it?
Need to give them a range of strategies that they can use to help them problems solve.  Many are the sort where you have to fill in a box and you could problem solve these.

Give children literacy problem solving activities.  Using text to go off and find something out.  Putting nonsense words in for terminology and problem solving how you might be able to sort out what it means.

Use ‘Get up and go’ types of activities to familiarise children with terminology.  Have children making a sentence by each holding a card with a word.  Jump if you are ‘verb’.

Here are some generic type questions.  Who could make their own up from this text?

Unpack questions by turning them into a treasure hunt.  Use ideas across the curriculum.

Find questions around the room, collect them and then take them back to your desk and answer them.

Reading the question
Underline relevant bit.  
Spot the instruction verb: circle, underline, etc.
Make sure they read the example.  Do they understand the question now?  If not go back and read the example again.
Teachers use the terminology when modelling.
Use prepared questions as starters so children get used to seeing them.
Make up questions from texts that teach to go through in familiarisation phase of teaching sequence.
Train children to read questions 3 times: first to read through, second to identify relevant bits, third to check they understand what they are doing. 
Encourage children not to worry if they get near to end of the paper and they have a problem with a question.  Move on to next.  Children need to understand that they don’t have to have answered every single question to get a good level.
Reading questions out loud or in different tone of voice.

Jumping between topics (the way questions move from verbs, to phrases to adjectives to punctuation)
Have expert groups in classroom, eg nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives.  Then extend to more challenging terminology.
Find tricks/mnemonics to help them.
Link with guided reading (will also feed into APP reading – comment on writer’s use of language).



[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions get harder – how much do they need to get?
Answer the questions you can do.  Find key words.  Look at how many marks are awarded, concentrate on 1 mark questions perhaps?
Problem solve – children use their problem solving strategies to have a go.

Wording of questions/terminology
Familiarisation – opportunities throughout the day with this sort of language.  Use consistently.
Model reading the questions with children.
Teacher writes something 3 different ways – they mark the teacher.
Use drama techniques, eg walking in to classroom in particular adverbial way.
Use displays and working wall.
Use grammar terminology of the week.  Embed across the school.

Time and length
Use timers and see if children can complete a question and beat their time from before.
Build confidence in doing things at speed.  Memory games to remember terminology and quick fire clues.
Less able writers go through and do the tick boxes first.
Grammar loop cards and use timers.
Have a mental oral, like we do in maths.  Use correct terminology in these.

Vocabulary
Games to develop vocabulary, eg guess the vocabulary on post-it on someone’s head.
Symbols and actions for vocabulary
Synonyms and antonyms
Teach vocabulary from the text you are using – high value words, nuances of meaning.  What does it mean?  How can I use it?
Reciprocal reading model can develop children’s ability to clarify meaning of a word in a text.



