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Activity 3: GDS piece D - letter from Juliet to her father

2™ February 1584

‘Dearest Father,

It is with great grief that I ask this of yow: I beg of you, do not force
me to marry Paris. I love you with all my fieart, Father, and your
decisions are wise and just, but I ask you to fiear my reasoning. I truly
feel guilt for my befiaviour, and I fiope you will forgive my foolisfiness,
but I would so dearly (ike to make my own decisions, Fatfier. I am
rising fourteen and I fiope that I am responsible and trusted by you
and Motfier.

If my thouglhits are true, you believe Paris to be a iandsome and
wealtfiy young man who would add to thie family’s power and status.
But what if I do not enjoy fiis company? I mighit be forced to live in
misery for the rest of my days. Surely, you would not wish that for
your daughiter, Fatfier? He is four years older than me, and though
your decisions fiave always been fair, I worry that I am still too
young to marry.

1 do not feel ready to marry and would very much wish to wait a few
years. I would fiope to meet someone younger, someone of my own age.
1 fiave agreed to attend thie ball tomorrow nighit, so I promise that I
will consider Paris, yet I would ask you to (et me cfioose my own
fiusband. I hiave noted that, traditionally, I must marry who my
_parents chioose for me, but I am different to otfier girls as, you know.
If you would consider thie matter carefully, it may advantage you; the
Montagues may take this opportunity to mock us: your daughiter
marrying a boy, four years older than fierself. I see reason in your
chioice, but they will see it as senseless.

So I ask you Fathier to reconsider your decision. Perfiaps wait a while,
until someone of my own age comes to pass. I promise that you will'
not regret thie waiting.

Vour loving daughiter,

Juliet
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Activity 3: GDS piece C - letter from Juliet to her father

Thursday 2+ February 1584

Dear Father,

My best interests are at hand as | am writing this letter. Overall, | respect
You and | know You really understand a Lot about Life but | don't think it is
right to marry whew I'm only thirteen. | am sure Paris is an amazing man -
it is a excellent idea you had - but | think | should meet him before | decide
to marry him. [ will come to the ball tomorrow night and see what he is Like
before making up my mind. | do not want to disrespect the family as we will
have to Live it down with those low Life Montagues - they are always causing
us trouble.

Even if | decide 1 Like him, he might not Like me. what if it's the wrong
decision and my Life is ruined forever? My regret could put me off men
forever. | Rnow You want the best for me and | appreciate You considering me,
but | am thirteen and | can be trusted to Look for a husband on wmy own. | am
responsible: remenber whew You took Mother out and got Lost and didn't
return for hours? | was responsible then, wasw't 17

1 Rnow | can be irvesponsible at times but that's why | have a nurse because |
have not Learnt to do the things that other girls my age do and | know | am
wnot old enough to get married to an eighteen-year old wman! | do not want to
be rude and | sincerely apologise for what happened earlier today - | didn't
really wean the things | said to you.

Please, please Father, don't make me wmarry him. Please show wme some respect
about this.

Your favourite daughter,
Juliet
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