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Although this works
more as a narrative,
effective details help to
set the scene: lots of
spiders’, ‘some thing’
unknown ‘flaping its
wings’ behind the
‘enormous box’. The
choice of vocabulary is
good: spiders, flapping,
crept closer, quietly.

Elliott’s musing -/
wonder what is in that
box’ — and his reactions
to the pigeon and its
disappearance - ‘Go
away! and ‘Few (Phew)
~ contribute to the
picture being painted
about how Elliott is
feeling in the attic, that
is, both threatened and
relieved.
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There were lots of spiders in the attic.
Some thing|was Flaping|its Wings behind a

The past tense (including
the past progressive) is
used correctly and
consistently throughout

t enormas box.s | wonder what is in that
box thought Eleiott. He crept closer to open

the boxsuddenly a pijean pigeon came

the description.

When Elliott thinks, ‘I
wonder what is in that
box’, the pupil uses the
present tense correctly,
returning to the past

out from behind the box. Go away! said
Elleit Qietly. The pifaen pigeon # went out
the window. fFew siaaid Eloit that was
close.

Virtually all sentences are correctly
demarcated with capital letters and full
stops. The exclamation mark is correct.

Another exclamation mark could have been

used after ‘Few (Phew).
[GP]

tense when Elliott
reflects: ‘That was close.

[GP]

The coordinating
conjunction ‘but’ draws
attention to the pigeon’s
sudden appearance just
as Elliot was creeping
towards it.

[GP]

Many words are spelled correctly: attic, spiders, box, wonder, what,
thought, crept, closer, suddenly, behind, away, window. Attempts at others
are phonically-plausible, including flaping and enormas, evidence that the
pupil can segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by
graphemes. The pupil’'s own corrections show good attention being paid to
spelling: boxs becomes box; siad becomes said.

Many common exception words from year 1 are correct (there, were, the,
some, was, said, is). The piece does not use the common exception words

as examples for year 2.
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Capital letters are clear. They are
mostly of the correct size,
orientation and relationship to one
another and to lower-case letters.
The letters in ‘away’ are very well
formed in terms of their
relationship to one another, but
the handwriting in other words is
not always done quite so well. The
letter 'b"in 'box', 'buf and 'behind'
does not appear to be formed
correctly. Two diagonal joins are
evident in 'spiders' and ‘flapping'
but the writing is otherwise
unjoined.

The spacing between words
reflects the size of the letters.
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The explanation of how
the machine works is
clear and well-
sequenced. A lively
drawing in the original
supports the text.

Adverbials (Then,
Before), as well as a
subordinate clause
acting as an adverbial,
help to sequence the
explanation.

The key sentence for the
pupil is The Machine will
do anything you want.
The modal verb (‘will')
assures the reader of the
power of this invented
machine, but the
sentence is followed by
a warning about doing
everything properly, in
the right order.
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A moltey tast machine

The pupil maintains the
present tense correctly
throughout the

You|plug|in the machine. Than yue you
switch it on. The te moltey task

explanation.
[GP]

computer will gobleep

then you press a bet buton on the key
bord. The Machine will bdo the Ary A

On re-reading the work,
the pupil has added the
commas for items in a list.

[GP]

aney anything you want. | Before you do

(anythingmake sure]you have pluged
everything in properly. Then Switch on

the tv box :g you can wach every thing

that is haperning inside the machine!

All sentences are correctly
demarcated with capital
letters and full stops or an
exclamation mark. In the final
sentence, although a full stop
would have been correct, the
exclamation mark is also
correct in the context.

[GP]

The pupil uses
the imperative
verbs (Make sure,

The subordinating
conjunction (so)
introduces the long

subordinate clause switch) so that the
that closes the reader knows
explanation. what to do.

[GP] [GP][C]

The pupil joins the two
main clauses with the
coordinating conjunction
‘and'.

[GP]

The subordinate clause
(Before you do anything)
acts as an adverbial; the
main clause (make sure you
have plugged everything in
properly) tells the reader
what they must do before
switching on the TV box".

[GP]

The pupil has used

classroom resources

Many words are spelled correctly: machine, switch, task,

computer, bleep, buzz, make,

attempts at others are phonically-plausible, including
moltey, buton, bord, pluged, wach and haperning,

independently to spell
‘'machine’. The class
had looked earlier at
how to spell it as part
of the teaching of

sure, properly, inside. Many

evidence that the pupil can segment spoken words into
phonemes and represent these by graphemes. Where this
is not the case, this might be the result of the pupil
mishearing the word or mispronouncing it. The pupil's own
corrections show good attention being paid to spelling:
yuo becomes you; aney becomes any.

Many common exception words are correct (you, go, the,
every, so, any).
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spelling. Word banks
specific to the book
were also available
and the word was
available on ‘washing

lines' around the room.

[T]

Capital letters are clear.
They are mostly of the
correct size, orientation
and relationship to one
another and to lower-
case letters. The letter ‘s’
is less well-formed than
other letters in terms of
size and relationship.
The relationship across
the lower-case letters is
good in you, go and can.

The spacing between
words reflects the size of
the letters.
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